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Preface
Olav Nja˚stad
The “Conference on Orthogonal Functions and Related Topics” took place in RZros, Norway, 12–16
August 2003. It was held in honor of Olav Nja˚stad. He celebrated his 70th birthday that year and also
retired from his position as professor at the Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU)
in Trondheim. With his important contributions to the theory of orthogonal functions, we felt that this
was something he really deserved.
It was meant to be a small and intimate conference, and wemanaged to keep it that way. Approximately
40 friends of Olav involved in the ﬁeld of orthogonal functions came together at Quality Hotel RZros,
where we were well taken care of.
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RZros is a small mining town southeast of Trondheim, where copper has been mined for 333 years.
Production stopped in 1997, so the town which developed around the copper industry dates back to
the 17th century. A number of old houses and mines are still there. Indeed, the community is so well
preserved that RZros is on UNESCO’s World Heritage List. The idea was that the participants of the
conference could enjoy the little town and the surrounding scenery in between all the mathematics.
As it turned out, the weather proved to be better for working than hiking. So we worked hard, as
shown by this volume. Still, we had a small outing as well. The pictures are displayed on the webpage
http://www.alt.hist.no/∼froder/corfu/Conference%20pictures/pictures.htm
We thank the Department of Mathematical Sciences at NTNU for their generous contribution towards
this conference. This was their way of expressing gratitude to Olav for his many years of service to
the university. We also thank Luc Wuytack for his positivity when we requested him to publish our
proceedings in the Journal of Computational and Applied Mathematics.
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